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    MANATEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR MEETING 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER 
1112 Manatee Avenue West 

Bradenton, Florida 
June 13, 2018 

 
Present were: 

Priscilla Whisenant Trace, Chairman 
Robin DiSabatino, First Vice-Chairman 
Carol Whitmore, Second Vice-Chairman 
Charles B. Smith, Third Vice-Chairman 
Betsy Benac 
Stephen R. Jonsson 
 

Absent was: 
Vanessa Baugh 
 

Also present were: 
Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator 
Jan Brewer, Financial Management Director 
Vicki Tessmer, Board Records Supervisor, Clerk of the Circuit Court 

 

   Chairman Trace called the meeting to order at 6:00 a.m. 
 
AGENDA BC20180613DOC000 

1. INTRODUCTION 
A duly advertised public hearing was held to provide a status update on the Budget and to 
receive public input. 
 
Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator, explained this public hearing is not required by Florida 
Statute, but is an opportunity for the public to provide feedback on the budget prior to 
adoption. 
 

2. BUDGET UPDATE AND STATUS 
Jan Brewer, Financial Management Director, used a slide presentation, to review the 
recommended budget including basic government services, with a net budget of 
$723,000,000, millage rates since 2014 which have remained the same, sources of funds, 
use of funds, the plan for the possible additional homestead exemption and the summary of 
the set aside to cover the potential deficit, and the remaining meetings to approve the 
budget. BC20180613DOC000 
 

3. CITIZEN COMMENTS BC20180613DOC000 
Pam Freni, President of Animal Network, asked the Board to add building a new animal shelter 
to the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP).  Animal Network will fundraise up to $1 million for 
matching funds over the next five years to contribute to a new shelter; their campaign is 
called Shelter Manatee by 2023.  BC20180613DOC000 
 
Lori Gurely, Friends of Animal Services, thanked the Board for fans and air conditioning at the 
shelter.  She discussed conditions at the shelter and the need for a healthy environment at 
Animal Services and requested using sales taxes towards a new shelter.   
. 
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Mike Meehan questioned the proposed budget and revenues.  He referenced the Popular 
Report and suggested dropping the millage and utility rates, and funding social services. 
Sue Ann Miller encouraged the Board to expand library services in east County.   
 
Pat Neal displayed a chart from the CIP and packet of information and requested extending 
Moccasin Wallow Road and to use $1 million for right-of-way acquisition right away.
 BC20180613DOC000 
Discussion ensued regarding the animal shelter, and comments regarding revenue. 
 

   Mr. Hunzeker stated the County would be willing to enter into a public/private 
partnership for funding and constructing an animal shelter and consider a new location.  The 
Popular Report is an audit report, not a budget report.  He discussed requirements regarding 
the Popular Report.   
 
Discussion ensued regarding future work sessions for animal services, and the east county 
library is in the CIP to be funded.   
 

4. MEETING SCHEDULE 
The budget reconciliation meeting will be held in the Commissioner Chambers on July 21, 
2018, at 9:00 a.m. 

 
ADJOURN 

There being no further business, Chairman Trace adjourned the meeting at 6:31 p.m. 
 

Minutes Approved:       


