
BC MB FY19-20/1 

MANATEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR MEETING 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER 
1112 Manatee Avenue West 

Bradenton, Florida 
MAY 5, 2020 

Meeting video link:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUlgjuGhS-qV966RU2Z7AtA 
 

Present were: 
Betsy Benac, Chairman 
Carol Whitmore, First Vice-Chairman 
Misty Servia, Second Vice-Chairman 
Reggie Bellamy, Third Vice-Chairman 
Vanessa Baugh 
Stephen R. Jonsson 
Priscilla Whisenant Trace 
 

Also present were: 
Cheri Coryea, County Administrator 
Mitchell O. Palmer, County Attorney 
Angelina Colonneso, Clerk of the Circuit Court 
Vicki Tessmer, Board Records Supervisor, Clerk of the Circuit Court 

 
This meeting was conducted via ZOOM Communications Media Technology as allowed under 
Executive Order 20-69 issued by the Office of Governor Ron DeSantis on March 20, 2020.  Provisions 
were made for any member of the public desiring to offer public comments to have access to the 
meeting in the Honorable Patricia M. Glass Chambers. 
 

  Chairman Benac called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

1.   The Invocation was delivered by Commissioner Bellamy, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

 

  John Osborne, Deputy County Administrator, Zoom Host, explained the process for a 
Zoom meeting and confirmed all participants were in attendance. 

 
AGENDA BC20200505DOC001 

36. Agenda Update Memorandum  BC20200505DOC002 

•   Item 10 – Resolution R-20-067 Fund Transfer from the Board of County 
Commissioners to the Clerk of the Court to mitigate impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
o The Subject was updated to read:  “Adoption of Resolution R-20-067 approving a fund 

transfer from the Board of County Commissioners to the Clerk of the Circuit Court to 
mitigate impacts of the COVID 19 pandemic;” 

o The first paragraph of the Action Requested was updated to read:  “Adoption of 
Resolution R-20-067 – Clerk of the Circuit Court and Manatee County Agreement to 
provide a fund transfer mitigating impacts of COVID-19 pandemic;” and 

o Resolution R-20-067 was updated and replaced to reflect the change 
• Item 33 – Adoption of Resolution R-20-063 Providing for Substantial Amendment to the 

Citizen Participation Plan, 2017-2022 Consolidated Plan, 2018/19 and 2019/20 Annual 
Action Plans 
o The Action Requested was updated to add:  “Authorize the Chairman to execute the 

HUD CARES Act Grant Agreements upon receipt from HUD;” 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUlgjuGhS-qV966RU2Z7AtA
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o The last two paragraphs of the Background Discussion were updated to include the 
additional request; and 

o Resolution R-20-063 was updated and replaced to reflect the change 
• Item 34 Discussion of On-going Issues Relative to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) Emergency 

The following documents were added to this agenda item: 
o On-going Issues Related to COVID-19 – Presentation; 
o Manatee County COVID 19 Re-opening Strategies – Presentation; and 
o Public Comments 

• Item 35 – Commissioner Agenda – Commissioner Whitmore, Business Recovery Plan, 
added to the agenda 

 
2. CITIZEN COMMENTS (Future Agenda Items) 

  There being no citizen comments, Chairman Benac closed citizen comments.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
3. CITIZEN COMMENTS (Consent Agenda Items) 

There being no citizen comments, Chairman Benac closed citizen comments on the Consent 
Agenda.  
 

30. CONSENT AGENDA MOTION 

  A motion was made by Commissioner Trace, seconded by Commissioner Servia, and 
carried 7-0, to approve the consent agenda, with the changes noted in the Agenda Update 
Memorandum to Item 10. 
 

4. CLERK’S CONSENT AGENDA BC20200505DOC003 
A. MINUTES 

Approved the Minutes of April 17, 21, and 28, 2020 
B. REFUNDS 

Approved the following Refunds: 
1. Charity F. Barnhart – Billing Adjustment, $2,175.74 BC20200505DOC004 
2. Meridian General Contracting, Inc. – Affordable Housing, $56,332.14

 BC20200505DOC005 
3. Palma Sola English Congregation, Jehovah’s Witness – Rental Fees, $705

 BC20200505DOC006 
4. Adnan K Sammour – Billing Adjustment, $533.21 BC20200505DOC007 
5. Unity Church in the Woods – Billing Adjustment, $5,761.33 BC20200505DOC008 

C. CONTRACTS 
Accepted the following Contracts per Chapter 2-26 of the Manatee County Code and 
pursuant to the Purchasing Division’s Administrative Standards and Procedures Manual 
1. Agreement 20-R0703049SR with American Acquisition Group for Professional 

Land Acquisition and Relocation Services, compensation as provided in Exhibits 
A and B BC20200505DOC009 

2. Amendment 5 to Agreement 17-0885MS with Fawley Bryant Architects, Inc., for 
Architectural/Engineering Consulting Services adding Engineering Matrix as Sub-
Consultant to Master Agreement BC20200505DOC010 

3. Agreement 20-R0703049SR with Florida Acquisition and Appraisal, Inc., for 
Professional Land Acquisition and Relocation Services, compensation as 
provided in Exhibits A and B BC20200505DOC011 

4. Agreement 20-R0703049SR with HDR Engineering, Inc., for Professional Land 
Acquisition and Relocation Services, compensation as provided in Exhibits A 
and B BC20200505DOC012 
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5. Agreement 20-R0703049SR with Independence Acquisition and Appraisal LLC 
for Professional Land Acquisition and Relocation Services, compensation as 
provided in Exhibits A and B BC20200505DOC013 

6. Amendment 3 to Agreement 17-0885MS with Sweet Sparkman Architects, Inc., 
adding three Sub-Consultants BC20200505DOC014 

7. Agreement 20-R0703049SR with The Urban Group, Inc., for Professional Land 
Acquisition and Relocation Services, compensation as provided in Exhibits A 
and B BC20200505DOC015 

8. Agreement with Willis A. Smith Construction, Inc., as Construction Manager for 
Construction Management At Risk Services, for John Marble Park rehabilitation 
project, Guaranteed Maximum Price BC20200505DOC016 

D. REPORTS 
 Accepted the following Reports: 

1. First Quarter Grant and Gift Report, 2020 BC20200505DOC017 
2. State of Florida Annual Local Government Financial Report/Manatee County – 

FY18/19 BC20200505DOC018 
3. Waste Management Inc., of Florida dba Waste Management of Manatee County – 

Statement of revenues and expenses of the Solid Waste Franchise Agreement of 
unincorporated Manatee County for the year ended December 31, 2019
 BC20200505DOC019 

4. Waste Pro of Florida, Inc., and Subsidiaries – Consolidated Financial Statements 
and Supplemental Schedules with Independent Auditor’s Report  BC20200505DOC020 

 
5. ADMINISTRATOR/LOCAL STATE OF EMERGENCY 

Ratified memoranda extending the period of the local emergency relative to the Burn Ban as 
authorized in Resolution R-20-046 BC20200505DOC021 

 
6. ATTORNEY/LAWSUIT 

Allowed Plaintiff’s Proposal for Settlement to Manatee County in the amount of $125,000 to 
expire, and take no action regarding the Proposal for Settlement, Teresa Crawford v. Manatee 
County, Case 2019-CA-4160 BC20200505DOC022 
 

7. BUILDING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES/FINAL PLAT/LAKEWOOD NATIONAL GOLF CLUB, 
PHASE II-K 

• Executed and authorized recording of Final Subdivision Plat; 
• Authorized recording of the Amendment to the declaration of Covenants, Conditions 

and Restrictions for Lakewood National Golf Club; 
• Authorized the County Administrator to accept, execute, and record Agreement for 

Private Subdivision with Private Improvements Lakewood National Golf Club Phase II 
Subphase K from Lennar Homes LLC; 

• Authorized the County Administrator to accept, execute, and record Agreement for 
Private Subdivision with Public Improvements Lakewood National Golf Club Phase II 
Subphase K from Lennar Homes LLC; 

• Authorized the County Administrator to accept Letter of Credit for Performance 
Securities of Required Private Improvements, Lakewood National Golf Club, Phase II, 
Subphase K, Letter of Credit FGAC-20029, $1,120,171; 

• Authorize the County Administrator to accept Letter of Credit for Performance 
Securities of Required Private Improvements, Lakewood National Golf Club, Phase II, 
Subphase K, Letter of Credit FGAC-19348, $59,605; and 

• Authorize the County Administrator to accept Letter of Credit for Performance 
Securities of Required Public Improvements, Lakewood National Golf Club, Phase II, 
Subphase K, Letter of Credit FGAC-20026, $632,742.50 BC20200505DOC023 
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8. BUILDING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES/FINAL PLAT/MOSS CREEK, PHASE II,  
SUBPHASE A 

• Executed and authorized recording of Final Subdivision Plat; and 
• Authorized recording of First Supplemental Declaration to Community Declaration for 

Moss Creek BC20200505DOC024 
 
9. FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT/BUDGET AMENDMENT 

Adopted Budget Amendment Resolution B-20-058 BC20200505DOC025 
 

10. FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT/RESOLUTION 
Adopted Resolution R-20-067, Clerk of Circuit Court and Manatee County Agreement to 
provide a fund transfer mitigating impact of COVID-19 pandemic; and adopted Budget 
Resolution B-20-060 amending the annual budget for Manatee County for fiscal year 2020
 BC20200505DOC026 

11. FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT/CONTRACT 
Renewed the Blanket Purchase Order Agreements for Road Building Materials and Services for 
a three month period through August 31, 2020, with the following eight firms: Superior 
Asphalt, Inc.; Oneco Concrete and Asphalt, Inc.; Gator Grading and Paving LLC; Asphalt Paving 
Systems, Inc.; Woodruff and Sons, Inc.; C Squared Certified General Contractor, Inc.; Ajax 
Paving Industries of Florida LLC; and Pavement Technology, Inc., for an aggregate not-to-
exceed total of $3,000,000 BC20200505DOC027 
 

12. FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT/CONTRACT 
Authorized the Procurement Official, or designee, to execute Amendment 1 for Agreement 
17-2141JE with Commercial Risk Management, Inc., for Workers’ Compensation Claims, Third 
Party Administrator in the amount of $250,000 for a revised aggregate contract total not-to-
exceed amount of $650,000 BC20200505DOC028 

 
13. FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT/CERTIFICATE 

Executed Certificate of Matching Funds (Attachment C of MOA 2019-2020-0001, included in 
the required documentation package for this agenda item) obligating Manatee County to 
provide the required 15 percent local match of $9,278.83 for the grant of $61,859 and 
matching funds will be provided from within Supervisor of Election's FY20 Adopted Budget
 BC20200505DOC029 

14. PARKS AND NATURAL RESOURCES/RESOLUTION 
1. Adopted Resolution R-20-057 approving FY 2020-2021 West Coast Inland Navigation 

District; (WCIND) grant applications and authorizing the submission of said 
applications. 

2. Authorized the Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners to sign any and all 
agreements with WCIND upon approval of said applications; and 

3. Authorized the County Administrator or designee to sign extensions and sub-recipient 
agreements with those agencies that are not County departments BC20200505DOC030 

 
15. PARKS AND NATURAL RESOURCES/FEES/RATES 

Approved the request to waive one half (1/2) of the quarterly payment (January, February, 
March 2020), $34,956, from Pope Golf LLC due to losses sustained from the Governor's 
Executive Orders to reduce the spread of COVID-19 BC20200505DOC031 
 

16. PARKS AND NATURAL RESOURCES/CONTRACT 
Authorized the County Administrator to execute and initial Agreement for Charitable Services 
with The Patterson Foundation BC20200505DOC032 
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17. PROPERTY MANAGEMENT/DEEDS AND EASEMENTS 
Accepted and authorized recording of Permanent Utility Easement from Swift Holdings LLC 
(includes Consent and Joinder from Sabal Palm Bank) for property located at 2450 Tallevast 
Road BC20200505DOC033 
 

18. PROPERTY MANAGEMENT/DEEDS AND EASEMENTS 
• Authorized recording of Partial Release from Valley National Bank; and 
• Accepted and authorized recording of Warranty Deed from Cortez Rd Take 5 LLC for 

right-of-way located at 4340 9th Street West BC20200505DOC034 
 
19. PROPERTY MANAGEMENT/DEEDS AND EASEMENTS 

Accepted and authorized recording of Warranty Deed from Ridgewood Meadows 
Condominium Association, Inc., for right-of-way along Victory Road BC20200505DOC035 

 
20. PROPERTY MANAGEMENT/DEEDS AND EASEMENTS 

Accepted Permanent Utility Easement (previously recorded) from UCS Outparcel LLC for 
property located at 5489 University Parkway, University Park BC20200505DOC036 

 
21. PROPERTY MANAGEMENT/DEEDS AND EASEMENTS 

• Accepted Warranty Deed (previously recorded) from Manatee Ventures, Inc., for right-
of-way for the future improvements at Canal Road and Mednoza Road; and  

• Accepted Partial Release (previously recorded) from Paderewski Holding Company LLC
 BC20200505DOC037 

22. PROPERTY MANAGEMENT/RESOLUTION  
• Adopted Resolution R-20-066 authorizing the execution of the Contract for Sale and 

Purchase of real property located at 4910 C.R. 675, Myakka City, also known as 
Property ID 310500059 from the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust 
Fund (TIITF) State of Florida, for future right-of-way along C.R. 675 for future 
expansion and stormwater maintenance purposes; and 

• Executed Contract for Sale and Purchase with TIITF/State of Florida  BC20200505DOC038 
 
23. PROPERTY MANAGEMENT/CONTRACTS 

Executed Contract for Sale and Purchase with Manatee Ventures, Inc., for 8.61 acres of 
unimproved land located at 15th Avenue east and 4603 16th Avenue East, Palmetto, for the 
Canal Road improvement project from U.S. 301 - U.S. 41, approved in the FY20-24 Capital 
Improvement Program BC20200505DOC039 

 
24. PROPERTY MANAGEMENT/CONTRACTS 

Executed Contract for Sale and Purchase with Delmas S. Fridley and Belinda F. Fridley for 
property located at 3722 16th Street West for the Force Main/Lift Station 33A and 36A, 
project, $65,000 BC20200505DOC040 

 
25. PUBLIC SAFETY/RESOLUTION 

Adopted Resolution R-20-064 to accept $347,563.12 from the Department of Health and 
Human Services to support Manatee County Emergency Medical Services healthcare-related 
expenses for COVID-19; and adopted Budget Resolution B-20-062 amending the annual 
budget for FY19/20 BC20200505DOC041 

 
26. PUBLIC SAFETY/CONTRACT 

Authorized the County Administrator to execute contract with Florida Department of Health-
Manatee for Pass-Through Department of Health-Manatee funding for the Community 
Paramedicine program, not-to-exceed amount of $15,000, and adopted Budget Resolution B-
20-59 amending the annual budget for FY19/20 BC20200505DOC042 
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27. PUBLIC WORKS/ RESOLUTION 
Adopted Resolution R-20-058 which authorizes the submittal of application(s) and acceptance 
of Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2020 Federal Transit Administration (FTA) CARES Act/Section 
5307 formula grant funding. The total application request is for $11,844,119 and this 
funding is for Transit Division related capital and operating expenses BC20200505DOC043 
 

28. PUBLIC WORKS/AGREEMENT 
Approved the recently updated Transportation Coordination Agreement template for the 
Florida Commission for the Transportation Disadvantaged and the Manatee County Local 
coordinating Board approved Transportation Disadvantaged Service Plan BC20200505DOC044 
 

29. REDEVELOPMENT AND ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY/GRANTS 
Authorized County Administrator or designee to request use of Regulatory Waivers and 
Suspensions of the HOME Program in the memorandum authorized by the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development for the HOME Program in Response to COVID-19 Pandemic 

(End Consent Agenda) BC20200505DOC045 
 
ADVERTISED PUBLIC HEARINGS (Presentations upon request) 
31. PUBLIC WORKS/ORDINANCE 

  A duly advertised public hearing was held to consider adoption of proposed Ordinance 
20-18, No-Thru Commercial Vehicles amending Subsection 2-22-7(a) of the Manatee County 
Code, adding 31st Street Court East from S.R. 70 to 52nd Avenue East; 32nd Street East from 
S.R. 70 to 52nd Avenue East; and 52nd Avenue East from 31st Street Court East to 32nd 
Street East to the No Commercial Vehicle Through Zones on enumerated streets in the 
unincorporated area of Manatee County. 
. 

  Cheri Coryea, County Administrator, provided an overview of Ordinance 20-18. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Servia, and seconded by Commissioner Trace, to adopt 
Ordinance 20-18, amending Subsection 2-22-7(a) of the Manatee County Code, adding 31st 
Street Court East from S.R. 70 to 52nd Avenue East, 32nd Street East from S.R. 70 to 52nd 
Avenue East, and 52nd Avenue East from 31st Street Court East to 32nd Street East to the No 
Commercial Vehicle Through Zones on enumerated streets in the unincorporated area of 
Manatee County, Florida; providing for codification; providing for severability; and providing 
an effective date. 
 
There being no public comment, Chairman Benac closed public comment. 
 

  The motion carried 7-0. BC20200505DOC046 
 

32. PUBLIC WORKS/ORDINANCE 
A duly advertised public hearing was held to consider adoption of proposed Ordinance 20-20 
amending Section 2-22-8 of the Manatee County Code; instituting and creating additional 
speed limit zones to include: 

• Establish a 45 mph speed limit on 44th Avenue East from 15th Street East to 45th 
Street East; 

• Establish a 40 mph speed limit on MJ Road from S.R. 70 to 1.85 miles south of S.R. 70 
• Establish a 50 mph speed limit on MJ Road from Clay Gully Road to 4 miles north of 

Clay Gully Road 
• Establish a 30 mph speed limit on Curtis Road from S.R. 70 to end 
• Establish a 30 mph speed limit on Taylor Road from Wauchula Road to end; 
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• Establish a 30 mph speed limit on Palm View Road from Bayshore Road to U.S. 41 
• Establish a 35 mph speed limit on Palm View Road from U.S. 41 to 36th Avenue East 

(Ellenton Gillette Road); and 
• Establish a 25 mph speed limit on Palm View Road from 36th Avenue East (Ellenton 

Gillette Road) to end 
providing for codification; providing for severability; and providing an effective date. 

 

  Cheri Coryea, County Administrator provided an overview of Ordinance 20-20.  This 
Ordinance is at the request of citizens and the Manatee County Sheriff’s Office. Staff 
conducted traffic studies and considered crash histories and surrounding land uses.   
The following speed limits are to established: add these from the agenda package. 
 

 Discussion ensued regarding would recommend a 40 mph speed limit on Palm View Road 
from U.S. 41 to 36th Avenue East, consider public safety due the number of children on the 
roadway, Taylor Road is a shell road and law enforcement requested the change, engineering 
staff moved this forward, could come back and address the other areas, 44th Avenue East has 
several developments on either side, how many residents have been asked about the 
changes, and encourage staff to meet with Commissioners individually regarding the rational 
for each change. 
 

  A motion was made by Commissioner Baugh, and seconded by Commissioner Jonsson to 
continue Ordinance 20-20 amending Section 2-22-8 of the Manatee County Code. 
 

  Ms. Coryea stated the Ordinance can be continued to the May 19.  
 
Motion - Amended 
Commissioner Baugh amended the motion to continue the public hearing for Ordinance 20-
20 to May 19, at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter.  Commissioner Jonsson, as seconder, 
agreed to the amendment. 
 
Discussion continued that reducing speed limits needs justification.  
 

  Leah Cole lives on Palm View Road and requested the speed limit be reduced as there are 
many children in the area as well as bus stops.   
 

  Mr. Palmer explained the engineering staff works diligently to make recommendations to 
the Board.   
 
Motion - Carried 

  The motion as amended to continue the public hearing on Ordinance 20-20 carried 7-0.
 BC20200505DOC047 

ADVERTISED PUBLIC HEARINGS (Presentations scheduled) 
33. REDEVELOPMENT AND ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY/RESOLUTION 

A duly advertised public hearing was held to consider adoption of Resolution R-20-063 
providing for Substantial Amendment to the Citizen Participation Plan, 2017-2022 
Consolidated Plan, 2018/19 and 2019/20 Annual Action Plans. 
 

  Geri Lopez, Redevelopment and Economic Opportunity Director, used a slide 
presentation to review the request and noted the focus is to provide direct assistance to 
citizens affected by COVID-19.  Manatee County has received Coronavirus, Aid, Relief, and 
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Economic Security (CARES) Act funding which can be added to the current year funding with 
amendments made to the current plan.  Direct assistance will be provided to citizens for 
rental and mortgage assistance as well as food and job training assistance.   
 

  Jennifer Yost, Community Development Project Manager, continued the slides to discuss 
funding sources and opportunities with the CARES Act, including CDBG (Community 
Development Block Grant) 2019/2020 funding, HOME funding from 2018/2019, CARES Act 
funding for just over $2 million, and activities including homeless outreach, emergency rent 
and utility assistance, food assistance, hygiene stations, eviction and foreclosure prevention 
legal assistance, worker training, and homeless prevention and rapid housing. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Baugh and seconded by Commissioner Trace to: 

• Adopt Resolution R-20-063, providing for amendment to Resolutions R-17-083, R-18-
114, and R-19-096, and the Citizen Participation Plan, 2017-2022 Consolidated Plan 
and the 2018/19 and 2019/20 Annual Action Plans and unappropriate and appropriate 
grant funds to align and realign revenues and expenditures for activities within said 
plans, and appropriate supplemental allocation of ESG and CDBG funds as authorized 
by the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES), Public Law 116-136, 
known as CDBG-CV and Emergency Services Grant (ESG)-CV; 

• Execute federal assistance applications CDBG-CARES SF424 and ESG-CARES SF424; and 
• Execute the Housing and Urban Development (HUD) CARES Act Grant Agreements upon 

receipt from HUD. 
 

  Discussion ensued regarding will this allow for more people to be helped, the income 
criteria will be the persons current income, charges for administration, working on strategies 
for opening up programs for applications, have to wait for HUD to return the agreements (two 
to three week time frame) before the program can be launched, the efforts by staff to quickly 
respond, address clients in Manatee County who do not meet the income requirements, and 
educate the public with outreach. 
 

 Ms. Lopez clarified the administrative costs are allowed via the rules, and would cover 
current staff, which could off-set general fund dollars.  CARES Act funds can be expended 
through 2022.  Staff is evaluating how many applications can be taken though the system, 
and HUD has to return the agreements prior to being able to launch the program.  The 
normal CDBG requests will be brought forward later than usual.   
 

  Dawn Kitterman inquired about rent assistance and not meeting the income 
requirements.  She suggested putting a moratorium on rent and mortgage payments.   
 

  Mitchell O. Palmer, County Attorney, suggested the caller contact Ms. Lopez at 941-748-
4501 extension 3937 or email at Geri.lopez@mymanatee.org.   
 
There being no further public comment, Chairman Benac closed public comment. 
 

  The motion carried 7-0. BC20200505DOC048 
 

RECESS/RECONVENE:  10:13 a.m. – 10:18 a.m.  All Commissioners present.   
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34. CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) EMERGENCY 

  Cheri Coryea, County Administrator, provided an update on Manatee County statistics.  
Most of the data presented is from the Department of Health (DOH), and through briefings 
with the DOH-Manatee.   
 

  Jacob Saur, Public Safety Director, used a slide presentation to provide an update on 
Manatee County case s including numbers of positive cases and the percentage of those who 
have recovered, key indicators, trends in demographics and zip codes, and local and regional 
drive-thru testing at University Town Center (UTC).  Test results have not been reported yet 
from the testing that occurred last week.  The testing site at UTC does not require 
appointments or prescriptions and has a limit of 400 tests per day.  The State is continuing to 
test at long-term care facilities as well.  Manatee County has tested approximately one 
percent of the population, and the goal is to test two percent, as 5000 test could be 
completed within the next two weeks.  He continued the slides to discuss IEM Florida State 
Projections, and continued goals and recommended continuing the State of Local Emergency. 
 

  Discussion ensued regarding the DOH dashboard for Manatee County, zip codes can be 
skewed, focus on different areas, long-term care facilities are populating into the zip code 
report, need information on where the new cases are occurring, statistics in long-term care 
facilities compared to the general population, there is a new list on the DOH website, and 
separate line items for demographics.  
 

  Ms. Coryea explained the long-term care reports are on the DOH website.  Not all cases 
extend to the same amount of severity.  If a person is tested in a zip code, it shows up in that 
zip code at first, and then once contact tracing is complete, the numbers will be corrected.  
There was a focus on the long-term care facilities, but now the entire community has the 
opportunity for testing.  The geographical area is expanding, and although positive cases will 
increase, negative cases should also increase due to more testing.   
 

  Discussion continued regarding the State’s focus on Manatee County, each case has the 
appropriate following for contact tracing, the Board will be updated on any new testing sites, 
encourage people who are concerned to go to any testing site and not wait until there is a site 
in their exact area, multiple testing sites open today with Manatee County Rural (MCR) Health 
and the regional testing site at UTC, testing is also being conducted at Turning Points, MCR 
sites are free and do not require prescriptions, mobile sites will be helpful for citizens with 
transportation issues, patients are considered recovered after 14 days with no symptoms, 
double negatives are no longer a requirement for discharge back to a long-term care facility, 
use of masks, citizens need to be responsible, if you get a test at a private facility, there is a 
cost including at Ellenton Urgent Care, and have a Public Service Announcement to advise 
citizens to do what they can to protect the public good, and wear masks. 
 

  Upon question Mr. Saur responded that when the pandemic first started it was suggested 
that you wear a mask only if you are sick.  There was a change with COVID-19, that there is a 
symptomatic positive, so people do not know if they are sick and can spread the virus.  He 
encouraged citizens to wear masks to limit the spread of airborne droplets.  Paper masks are 
meant to be used one time, and cloth masks can be washed and reused.   
 

  Discussion continued regarding Commissioner Benac leaving to attend the Governor’s 
press conference at UTC, appreciation to Commissioner Servia for distributing masks, and 
Commissioner Bellamy is leading an initiative to distribute N95 masks at MCR and youth 
facilities beginning May 7 to help underserved individuals. 
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(Depart Chairman Benac, First Vice-Chairman Whitmore presiding) 
 

  Ms. Coryea used a slide presentation to review re-opening strategies including federal 
and State guidelines, for phased approaches.  She noted staff is moving towards an 
assessment and evaluation completion of all facilities serving the public, both inside and out, 
to re-open those facilities in an appropriate manner.  A business recovery plan is also being 
prepared.  There will be a budget discussion at the May 19 regular meeting regarding COVID-
19 impacts to the County.  The hope is for a re-entry in June, July and August with rebound 
strategies.   
 

 Discussion ensued regarding having a plan to outline what can be done week by week.  
 

  Ms. Coryea responded to questions that public spaces are being evaluated at the libraries 
for re-opening, which probably will not happen until the first week of June.  The County 
Administration building will begin to reopen next week, while protecting vulnerable 
individuals.  Commissioner Servia donated masks that can be used to distribute to the public 
when they come to the building.  A multi-level approach to testing has made a difference and 
another investment can be made to purchase additional tests. 
 

  Discussion proceeded that citizens should dispose of gloves and masks properly. 
 

   Dawn Kitterman thanked Commissioners for the opportunity to address the Board and 
expressed concern regarding the spread of the virus in any facility.  She commented on 
changes in the positive test results and stressed that masks protect others from those who 
may be asymptomatic. 
 

  A motion was made by Commissioner Trace and seconded by Commissioner Servia to 
continue the State of Local Emergency and add $100,000 from the emergency disaster fund 
to continue testing.   
 
There being no further public comment, First Vice-Chairman Whitmore closed public 
comment. 
 
The motion carried 6-0, with Chairman Benac absent.  BC20200505DOC049 
 

BEACHES 

  Discussion ensued that restaurants will need to make decisions regarding how they will 
re-open. 
  
John Barnott, Building and Development Services Director, provided an update on the opening 
of the beaches and parking plans.  There were no issues on the beach Monday, and 
beachgoers were exercising social distancing and adhering to the two-hour parking limit.   
 

  Discussion ensued regarding contacting the Island Cities regarding their parking 
restrictions, traffic has increased on the Island, and three of the new lifeguard stands are 
open.  

 
RECESS/RECONVENE:  12:10 p.m. – 12:15 p.m.  All Commissioners present except Chairman Benac. 
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COMMISSIONER AGENDA 
35. BUSINESS RECOVERY PLAN 

  Commissioner Whitmore expressed concern for citizens who have lost their jobs, and will 
not have those jobs in the future.  During the economic downturn in 2008, the Jobs Now 
incentive program was initiated to help bring back the local economy.  She asked that staff 
report on key elements of that plan and questioned current plans for a similar response. 
 

  Karen Stewart, Deputy County Administrator, stated that business recovery and retention 
will be a priority and provided a summary of the current program, for certain target industries 
for job creation and local preference.  Rapid response is still in effect.  The County Attorney is 
reviewing how current incentives can be modified to address the current situation.   
 

  Geri Lopez, Redevelopment and Economic Opportunity Director, stated a draft economic 
redevelopment framework has been created, and a four-step process has been identified.  A 
detailed report is scheduled for the May 19 meeting.   
 

   Mitchell O. Palmer, County Attorney stated a local government can adopt a local 
preference ordinance relative to awarding public projects.  Local governments also have the 
latitude to require preference for the hiring of local sub-contractors. 
 

  Discussion ensued regarding going out for bid, and getting local companies to work, 
accelerate capital improvement projects, devote a page on the website for tools/information 
for small business, take a look at the County’s procurement process, many of the 
unemployed are restaurant staff, will continue to get new cases of the virus until a vaccine is 
available, keep communication lines open with all Chambers of Commerce to educate small 
businesses about the procurement process, and there will be a shortage of 
resources/supplies. 
 

 John Osborne, Deputy County Administrator, commented on the 2008/2009 efforts and 
the plans in process for the upcoming weeks and months.   
 

  Discussion continued regarding businesses that are not reopening, and work to get 
residents employed.   

 

  Dawn Kitterman questioned if the Board can have a discussion regarding Manatee County 
not meeting the federal and State requirements to reopen safely and encouraged the citizens 
to continue to quarantine. BC20200505DOC050 
 

(Enter Chairman Benac, presiding) 
COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

Chairman Benac 

•   Reported on the Governor’s press conference from the regional testing facility at 
UTC, an stated that daily testing will be increased 

• Questioned the possibility of a mobile testing unit in north County 
 
Commissioner Bellamy 

•  Commented on a plan to donate 10,000 masks throughout the community and 
hard hit areas 
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•   Questioned progress at 36th Avenue East near Southeast High School for 
sidewalks, lighting, and pedestrian crossings to protect the youth in the area 

 
Commissioner Baugh 

•  Requested more information on long-term care facilities and testing being done at 
those facilities 

 

  Cheri Coryea, County Administrator, stated she will request information from the DOH 
and will forward the information to the Board.   
 
Discussion continued that the Governor is focused on providing resources to the long-term 
care facilities.  
 

• Questioned if the Policy Committee would need to make any further decisions relating 
to COVID-19 

 
Discussion ensued that since the Board is meeting weekly staff has been providing weekly 
updates, an update can be provided at the May 12 land use meeting, and the business 
recovery report will be presented at the May 19 meeting.  
 
Commissioner Servia 

•    Requested assistance from staff regarding the mask give away and possibly using 
the Fleet parking lot for distribution, in the Tallevast area 

• Commented on the County Attorney’s plan to retire sooner than anticipated and asked 
that the Board discuss plans regarding a search for his replacement 
 

  Discussion ensued to place on a future agenda and provide a report on how previous 
searches were conducted.  
 
Commissioner Whitmore 

•   Requested that surfaces be wiped down between speakers during the Board 
meetings in the Commission Chambers and at the Convention Center 

• Stated hospitals are safe, and patients are triaged when entering 
• Commented on the importance of infection control 

 
ADJOURN 

There being no further business, Chairman Benac adjourned the meeting at 1:08 p.m. 
 

Minutes Approved:       
  

 

 

 

 

 


