
Manatee County Strategic Plan 































Page 2

STRATEGIC PLAN GLOSSARY

Page 2

ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act): A 
federal law requiring public facilities, 
programs, and services to be accessible to 
people with disabilities. 

Affordable Housing: Housing that is priced 
so individuals and families can live in safe, 
stable homes without being financially 
overburdened. Typically defined as costing 
no more than 30 percent of a household’s 
income, affordable housing includes a mix of 
solutions, such as workforce housing, mixed 
use developments, incentives for builders and 
zoning or code updates that allow a range of 
housing types and price points. 

AWT (Advanced Wastewater Treatment): 
A higher level of wastewater treatment 
designed to remove additional nutrients, 
solids and contaminants to meet stricter 
environmental standards. 

Capital Improvement Program (CIP): 
The County’s long range plan and budget for 
major infrastructure projects such as roads, 
utilities and facilities. 

CIP Bond Issuance: Borrowing money 
through bonds to fund approved capital 
improvement projects. 

CIP Project Tracker: A tool used to track 
the status, schedule and funding of capital 
projects in the County’s CIP. 

ClearGov: An online transparency and 
budgeting platform that shows County 
financial and project information in a user-
friendly way. 

CMOM (Capacity, Management, Operation 
and Maintenance): A structured utility plan 
designed to improve the performance and 
reliability of wastewater collection systems.

CNRGD (Community Needs & Resource 
Gap Dashboard): A data tool that identifies 
community needs, service gaps and priority 
areas for resource allocation. 

Code Modernization: Updating land 
development codes and related rules so they 
are current, consistent and easier to use. 

Community Needs & Resource Gap 
Dashboard (CNRGD): A data tool that tracks 
community needs and service gaps to guide 
funding and program decisions. 

Community Rating System (CRS): A FEMA 
program that rewards communities for 
floodplain management practices that go 
beyond minimum standards and can lower 
flood insurance costs. 

Comprehensive Plan (Comp Plan): The 
County’s long-term policy document that 
guides how land is used and developed 
over time. 

CDBG-DR (Community Development Block 
Grant – Disaster Recovery): Federal funding 
from Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
that supports long-term recovery, housing 
and infrastructure projects after disasters. 

Debt Policy: The County’s formal rules for 
how and when it takes on and manages debt. 

Ecosystem Health: The overall condition of 
natural systems, such as wetlands, rivers, bays 
and wildlife habitat. 

EMS (Emergency Medical Services):  
The County’s system for providing 
emergency medical response, transport
and clinical care. 
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Emergency Operations Center (EOC): The 
County’s central coordination location for 
managing major incidents and disasters. 

Emergency Support Function 18 (ESF 18): 
The economic recovery and business support 
function activated during emergencies. 

Fiscal Stewardship: Managing public funds 
carefully, responsibly, and in a way that 
delivers value to residents. 

Flood Resiliency Strategies: Actions that 
reduce flood risk and improve the ability 
of infrastructure and neighborhoods to 
withstand and recover from flooding. 

Florida Statutes (FS): State laws that set 
requirements and authorities for local 
governments. Examples in the plan include 
FS 252.381 and FS 553.7922 related to 
emergencies and permitting. 

Form-Based Code: A type of land 
development code, focusing on the physical 
form and layout of buildings and streets to 
shape how communities look and feel. 

Future Development Area Boundary 
(FDAB): A mapped boundary that identifies 
where future development and infrastructure 
expansion are planned or anticipated. 

FS (Florida Statutes): The laws enacted 
by the State of Florida that govern local 
government authority, permitting, 
emergencies and regulatory requirements. 

FY (Fiscal Year): The 12-month budget cycle 
used by the County, beginning October 1 and 
ending September 30. 

Geographic Information System (GIS): 
Mapping and data tools that show locations, 
assets, land uses and environmental features.

Harmful Algal Bloom (HAB): A rapid growth 
of algae in water that can harm people, 
animals and ecosystems. 

Internet of Things (IoT): Networks of 
connected devices, sensors and equipment 
that can collect and share data to improve 
operations and monitoring. 

LDs (Lead and Copper Rule sampling 
locations): Refers to testing points used to 
comply with federal Lead and Copper Rule 
requirements. 

Land Development Code (LDC): Local 
regulations that govern how property can 
be developed, including zoning, building 
standards and site design. 

Lead and Copper Rule: Federal requirements 
that set standards and testing protocols for 
lead and copper in drinking water. 

MCCs (Motor Control Centers): Electrical 
cabinets that control motors, pumps, blowers 
and other essential utility equipment. 

MOU (Memorandum of Understanding):  
A formal agreement between parties that 
outlines roles, responsibilities or future 
intentions. 

Master Data Management (MDM): 
A framework for creating a single, consistent 
and reliable source of key data across 
County systems. 

Memorial Park Veterans Resource Hub: A 
planned one-stop hub where veterans and 
families can access services, information and 
support in a single location. 

Millage: The property tax rate set by the 
Board that funds County services, expressed 
as dollars per 1,000 dollars of taxable value. 
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On-Demand Trainings: Short training 
modules that staff can access at any time 
to learn about topics, such as procurement 
methods or policies. 

Onbase: A County-used document and 
content management system that stores, 
tracks and manages records and workflows. 

Partnership for Safe Water: An industry 
program that helps drinking water systems 
reduce risks and improve water quality 
beyond regulatory minimums. 

PFAS (Per and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances): 
A group of long lasting human made 
chemicals found in some industrial and 
consumer products that can affect water 
quality and health. 

Post-Storm Permitting Plan: A plan that 
streamlines and prioritizes permitting 
activities after storms so residents and 
businesses can rebuild more quickly while 
staying compliant with state law. 

Prestressed Concrete Cylinder Pipe: A 
type of large diameter pipe used in water 
transmission that has a concrete core and a 
steel cylinder for strength. 

QAlert: A software tool used to manage and 
track resident service requests and issues. 

Reclaimed Water: Highly treated wastewater 
that is reused for purposes such as 
irrigation or industrial processes rather than 
discharged. 

Renewable Natural Gas (RNG): Gas 
produced from organic waste sources, such 
as landfills or wastewater facilities, that can be 
processed into a cleaner energy source. 

Right of Way (ROW): Public land used for 
transportation and utilities such as roads, 
sidewalks, and buried lines. 

SCADA (Supervisory Control and Data 
Acquisition): A system of sensors, 
controllers, and software that monitors and 
controls water, wastewater and other utility 
operations. 

SB 180: A state bill referenced in the plan 
related to emergency permitting and 
development regulations that affects how the 
County implements certain code and Comp 
Plan changes. 

Strategic Land Conservation: Programs 
to acquire and protect sensitive lands, 
conservation areas and habitat over the 
long term. 

Transparency Portal: An online site where 
residents can view County budgets, spending, 
projects, and performance information. 

UMRR (Upper Manatee River Road): 
A major road corridor referenced in 
transportation projects and improvements. 

Urban Service Area: The portion of the 
County where urban levels of services such as 
utilities, roads, and public safety are planned 
and prioritized. 

Utilities CIP: The capital improvement 
program specifically for water, wastewater, 
and related utility infrastructure projects. 

Watershed Health Monitoring: Programs 
that track water quality and physical 
conditions in rivers, streams, bays, and basins 
to guide protection and restoration. 

WEBEOC: A web-based emergency 
management platform used by the County 
to coordinate information, resources, and 
decisions during incidents. 
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