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Purpose.
The Comprehensive Plan (Goals, Objectives and Policies, and Map Series) may be amended from time to time in accordance with the procedures and standards set forth in the Florida Statutes and the Land Development Code. The purpose of this section is to outline the general application and review requirements for plan amendments to the goals, objectives and/or policies.
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Comprehensive plan text amendments may be initiated by a property owner or the County and require approval by the Board of County Commission at a public hearing.
Comprehensive Plan Amendments are regulated by the State Land Planning Agency, which is the Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO). Text amendments follow the Expedited State Review (ESR) process, a 30-day review period that allows reviewing agencies to submit their comments directly to the County after the review period. During this review process, the State and agencies can only comment on issues that impact important state resources (i.e. state roads, state parks, etc.).
Review Criteria.
When considering an application for Comprehensive Plan amendment, the reviewing and approving authorities must consider and evaluate the changes in relation to all pertinent factors listed in Section 340.3 of the LDC:
a. The goals, objectives and policies of the comprehensive plan.
b. The location of the site (if the amendment refers to a specific site) in relation to adjacent uses and other similar uses.
c. The potential impact of the proposed use on adopted level of service standards.
Submitting a Comprehensive Plan Amendment Application Packet.
Complete and submit the following forms online at https://aca3.accela.com/manatee:
a. [bookmark: _Hlk43721474]From the list of Planning Applications on Accela, select Form A8 - Comprehensive Plan Amendment, and under Application Type, select Text Amendment. The information must be entered directly into Accela.
b. Form B8.1 - Comprehensive Plan Text Amendment Application Worksheet.
c. Form C8.1 - Comprehensive Plan Text Amendment Application Checklist. 
Collect all the required affidavits, certificates, reports and plans listed in the Checklist. You will be required to attach them to your electronic submission.
Be prepared to pay the fees indicated in the Manatee County Fees schedules. All fees required at the time of application submission must be paid in order for an application to be accepted. Online payment may be by credit card or eCheck.
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