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Code Interpretations (LDC Section 311)
[bookmark: _Toc395003798]Purpose: 
The Department Director may, subject to the procedures and limitations of this section, issue written letters of interpretation of the provisions of one or more standards or requirements of this Code or the Comprehensive Plan as it relates to a particular type of development on a particular property. Code interpretations may include, but shall not be limited to: 
a. A determination of whether a particular use, which does not clearly fall under the definition of one of the uses specified in this Code and is not specifically allowed in the zoning district, is substantially similar to one of the permitted or Special Permit uses allowed in the district and therefore should be allowed as such; 
b. An interpretation of the definition of any term used in this Code or the Comprehensive Plan as it affects any development being proposed on a particular property; 
c. An interpretation of the boundaries of a zoning district on the Official Zoning Atlas; and
d. A government-initiated interpretation, for the following circumstances: 
i. Interpretation or clarification of a standard, requirement, zoning district boundary or term set forth in this Code, as applied to a particular property or development proposal, which will or could lead to a development approval; and 
ii. Where in the view of the Department Director or the requesting body or official, the formal establishment of such an interpretation or clarification is appropriate. 
[bookmark: _Toc395003799]Review Procedures:
Within a reasonable time after receipt of an application, the Department Director shall issue a letter of interpretation specifying the facts, reasons, analysis and standards upon which the interpretation is based. 
[bookmark: _Toc389144391][bookmark: _Toc389632580][bookmark: _Toc395003872][bookmark: _Toc389144392][bookmark: _Toc389144394]Submitting an LDC Interpretation Application Packet:
Complete and submit the application form online at https://aca3.accela.com/manatee.  From the list of Planning Applications, select Form A11 - Code Interpretation. The information must be entered directly into Accela.
Be prepared to pay the fees indicated in the Manatee County Fees schedules. All fees required at the time of application submission must be paid in order for an application to be accepted. Online payment may be by credit card or eCheck.
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