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Purpose.
The purpose of historic district designation is to protect areas in the County that possess a concentration of significant historic or archaeological resources.
Review Procedures.
Proposals for designation of potential historic and archaeological overlay districts shall be made to the Historic Preservation Board. The Historic Preservation Board conducts a preliminary evaluation of the proposal for conformance with criteria set forth in the LDC and may, if appropriate, direct the Department Director to prepare a preliminary designation report and resolution. For every proposed historic and archaeological district, a designation report shall be presented to the Historic Preservation Board at a regularly scheduled meeting. Upon approval, the Historic Preservation Board recommends a Zoning Atlas Amendment to the Board of County Commission for final approval. The process of local historic district designation is not subject to the review timeframes established in Section 125.022, Florida Statutes.
Review Criteria for Historic Districts.
To qualify as a historic or archaeological district, individual properties or groups of properties must have significant character, interest or value as part of the historical, cultural, archaeological, aesthetic, or architectural heritage of the county, state, or nation; must possess integrity of design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association; and shall meet one (1) or more of the criteria listed in LDC Section 403.5.
Submitting a Historic District Designation Application Packet.
Complete and submit the following forms online at https://aca3.accela.com/manatee:
a. From the list of Planning Applications on Accela, select Form A10 - Zoning Atlas Amendment application. The information must be entered directly into Accela.
b. Form B10.1 - Historic District Designation Application Worksheet.
c. Form C10.1 - Historic District Designation Application Checklist.
Collect all the required affidavits, certificates, reports and plans listed in the Checklist. You will be required to attach them to your electronic submission.
Be prepared to pay the fees indicated in the Manatee County Fees schedules. All fees required at the time of application submission must be paid in order for an application to be accepted. Online payment may be by credit card or eCheck.
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