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[bookmark: _Toc389144414][bookmark: _Toc389632624][bookmark: _Toc395003787]Purpose.
The LDC may be amended from time to time in accordance with the procedures and standards set forth in the LDC and this section. The purpose of LDC amendments shall not be to relieve particular hardships, or to confer special privileges or rights on any person, but only to make adjustments that are necessary in light of changed conditions or changes in public policy or that are necessary to implement the Comprehensive Plan or to advance the general welfare of the County. LDC amendments may be initiated by a property owner or the County. 
[bookmark: _Toc389144415][bookmark: _Toc389632625][bookmark: _Toc395003788]Review Procedures.
Land Development Code amendments may be initiated by a property owner or the County and require approval by the Board of County Commission at a public hearing(s). A pre-application meeting is required. 
Review Criteria.
In reviewing proposed changes to the Land Development Code, the reviewing authorities shall consider and evaluate the changes in relation to all pertinent factors, including the following:
The goals, objectives and policies of the comprehensive plan.
Consistency with the public health, safety, and welfare.
Consistency with the general intent of the LDC.
Consistency with the intent of the various zoning and overlay districts.
The effect of the proposed amendment on the quality of development in the county.
The effect of the amendment on the provision of public utilities and services.
The potential impact of the proposed change on property rights.
Submitting an LDC Amendment Application Packet.
Complete and submit the following forms online at https://aca3.accela.com/manatee:
a. From the list of Planning Applications on Accela, select Form A9 - Land Development Code Text Amendment. The information must be entered directly into Accela.
b. Form B9 - LDC Amendment Application Worksheet.
c. Form C9 - LDC Amendment Application Checklist. 
Collect all the required affidavits, certificates, reports and plans listed in the Checklist. You will be required to attach them to your electronic submission.
Be prepared to pay the fees indicated in the Manatee County Fees schedules. All fees required at the time of application submission must be paid in order for an application to be accepted. Online payment may be by credit card or eCheck.
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