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CITIZENS OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE FOR INFRASTRUCTURE SALES TAX ADVISORY 
BOARD 

Manatee County Administration East Campus 
1st Floor, The River Conference Room  

9000 Town Center Parkway, Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202 
April 23, 2026 

 

Committee Members in attendance: 
Mr. Bruce Stamm – In Person  
Mr. Leland Taylor – Online/Phone, Chair 
Mr. Jack May – In Person  
Mr. John Mele – In Person  
 
Committee Members not in attendance: 
Mr. Wayne Stellfox  
 
Manatee County representatives in attendance: 
Ms. Claudia Campos, Interim Chief Financial Officer – In Person 
Ms. Candi Cruz, Budget Division Manager - CIP, Financial Management – In Person 
Ms. Meghan Thorpe – Senior Budget Analyst - CIP, Financial Management - In Person 
 
Citizens from the public in attendance: 
None 
 
Ms. Claudia Campos called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Agenda 
 

I. Introduction 
 Ms. Claudia Campos welcomed attendees and facilitated introductions.  
 New committee member, Mr. John Mele, was welcomed.  
 A quorum was achieved and the meeting proceeded. 

II. Election for New Chairperson and Vice Chairperson  
 Mr. Bruce Stamm nominated Mr. Leland Taylor to be Chairperson and volunteered to be the 

Vice Chairperson.  
 Motion to nominate Mr. Taylor as Chairman and Mr. Stamm as Vice Chairman was seconded 

and passed unanimously. 
III. Approval of Minutes – November 20, 2025 

 Mr. Stamm requested approval of the November 20, 2025 meeting minutes.  
 Motion passed unanimously with Mr. Mele abstaining. 
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IV. Presentations 

i. IST Project Funding, Appropriations, and Expenditure Tracking 
1. Staff presented an overview of IST governance, financial summaries, revenue 

projections, and the Project and Equipment List.  
2. Financial data through March 28, 2026 showed approximately $142.9 million in 

ending balance.  
3. Revenue projections through 2031 total approximately $702.9 million with 

remaining capacity of approximately $105.5 million. 
 

ii. Committee Roles, Scope, and Next Steps Reviewed 
1. Committee's role: verify accuracy of financial data, not project cost validation; 

separate action committee exists for deeper oversight. 
2. Audited FY25 Annual Report was presented, showing changes from Unaudited 

FY25 report to Audited FY25. Changes reflected were in the expenditures.  
3. Reviewed project and budget changes from November 20, 2025 to April 23, 2026. 

V. Discussion 
i. IST Reauthorization and Future Planning 

1. Discussed the anticipated expiration of the Infrastructure Sales Tax in 2031 and 
the need for a future referendum.  

2. It was noted that IST represents a critical funding source for infrastructure, 
particularly transportation, and noted the importance of early planning and 
coordination with the Board of County Commissioners (BOCC). 

ii. Funding Allocation and Transportation Emphasis 
1. Discussed the allocation of IST funds – roughly 40%, noting that a substantial 

portion is dedicated to transportation projects. IST continues to play a significant 
role in supporting roadway and mobility improvements. 

iii. Stormwater Funding and Infrastructure Coordination 
1. The Committee discussed the recent addition of stormwater as an IST subcategory 

and the limited funding currently available. Staff noted that funding will increase 
over time as revenues accumulate. 

iv. Project Cost Variances and Budget Oversight 
1. Examples of project cost increases were reviewed, including land acquisition, legal 

expenses, and inflation.  
2. Staff clarified that overall project budgets remain within approved totals. 

v. Transparency and Reporting Tools 
1. The Committee discussed the IST dashboard and requested additional clarity in 

reporting, including breakdowns of funding allocations and project status 
distinctions. 

vi. Committee Role and Oversight Responsibilities 
1. Staff reiterated that the Committee provides oversight to ensure compliance, 

while policy decisions remain with the BOCC. 
vii. Next Meeting 

1. The next meeting is scheduled for August 27, 2026 at 5:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 



April 23, 2026 – COCIST Meeting    (Continued) 

3 
 

VI. Action Items  
 Send Calendar invite for next meeting on August 27, 2026 at 5:30 p.m. 
 Provide ordinance and resolution documents to Committee members. 
 Distribute audited report and dashboard link. 
 Provide detailed breakdown of the approximately $30 million allocated to roadway projects in 

FY27. 
VII. Adjournment 

 Mr. Leland Taylor made a motion to adjourn the meeting, which was acknowledged by Mr. 
Stamm. The meeting adjourned at approximately 6:26 p.m. 



Welcome Meeting
04/23/26

CITIZENS OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE

INFRASTRUCTURE SALES TAX

ADVISORY BOARD



GOALS

Compliance with:
• Ordinance 16-035 – Infrastructure Sales Tax
• Resolution 18-130 – Amended & Restated R-16-128 

Establishing Guidelines for Expenditures of Proceeds of an 
Infrastructure Sales Tax

– Exhibit A – Categories and Sub-Categories with allocation 
percentages for the distribution of Sales Tax Proceeds

– Exhibit B - List of Projects by Category/Sub-Category that 
were approved for expenditure   

• Report progress to Manatee County Residents
– Transparency 

Infrastructure Sales Tax – Citizens Oversight Committee 



ESTABLISHMENT OF TAX
Ordinance 16-035 – Infrastructure Sales 
Tax

• Establishes the levy of the tax
• Determines a 15-year time frame for the tax

– Beginning January 1, 2017
– Expiring December 31, 2031

• Created Citizen’s Oversight Advisory 
Committee

• Compliance with 
– Sunshine Law Chapter 286 Florida Statutes
– Florida Public Records Law – Chapter 119 Florida 

Statutes
– Florida Public Ethics Code, Chapter 112 Florida 

Statutes
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ESTABLISHMENT OF TAX
Resolution 18-130 – Amended and Restated 
R-16-128 

• Establishes further definition of the Committee
• Defines Expenditures of Tax – (Section 3)

– Sales Tax proceeds will be spent in agreement - Exhibit A
– Provides a master list of projects – Exhibit B

• Establishment of Committee
– Annual Report to Board of County Commissioners
– Provide report by December 31 
– Committee will comply with 

» Sunshine Law Chapter 286 Florida Statutes
» Florida Public Records Law – Chapter 119 Florida 

Statutes
» Florida Public Ethics Code, Chapter 112 

Florida Statutes
– Composition of Committee/Terms
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ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMITTEE
Structure of Committee

• Committee is composed of 7 members
• Initial Establishment of Committee

– Four members – 3-year terms
– Three members – 2-year terms

• After Initial Establishment of Committee
– All members shall serve two-year terms

• All members must reside in unincorporated 
Manatee County

• Committee shall sunset December 31, 2032
• Meet minimum of once annually
• Committee by majority vote elect:

– Chairperson
– Vice-Chairperson
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ROLE OF THE COMMITTEE
Confirm the following

• Subcategories and percentages are being used 
on agreement with the IST Funding Categories 
List

• Changes to the IST Funding Categories List were 
approved by the Board of the County 
Commissioners

• Expenditures were used on the IST Project and 
Equipment List

• Changes to the IST Project and Equipment List 
were approved by the Board
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ROLE OF FINANCIAL

MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT

• Prepare all reports
• Provide all backup documentation for 

verification of appropriate approval
• Provide information requested by the Committee
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Your team at Financial 
Management

• Claudia Campos, Interim Chief Financial Officer
• Candi Cruz, Budget Division Manager – CIP
• Tarynn Jenna, Budget Manager - CIP
• Meghan Thorpe, Senior Budget Analyst - CIP

www.MyManatee.Org

Financial Management Department
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REPORTS BEING PRESENTED

• Summary of Changes to the Category Percentages
• Summary of Funds Received and Expended
• Summary of Infrastructure Sales Tax Changes
• Summary of Projects
• Infrastructure Sales Tax Dashboard
• Project and Equipment List
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SUMMARY OF

CHANGES TO

CATEGORY

PERCENTAGES
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SUMMARY OF FUNDS RECEIVED

AND EXPENDED
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SUMMARY OF IST CHANGES
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SUMMARY OF IST CHANGES
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SUMMARY OF REVENUES
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INFRASTRUCTURE

SALES TAX

DASHBOARD
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INFRASTRUCTURE

SALES TAX

DASHBOARD

CONTINUED
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PROJECT AND EQUIPMENT LIST
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NEXT Infrastructure Sales Tax Citizens Oversight 
Committee Meeting will be August 20, 2026.

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS?
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