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Manatee County Tourist Development Council 
Meeting Minutes

August 17, 2026


Roll Call

Present
Amanda Ballard
Dan Diggins
Dave Wick
Gene Brown
Eric Cairns
Tony DeRusso
Jiten Patel
· Norma Kennedy
Excused Absence
· Rahul Patel


Pledge of Allegiance, Invocation 

Pledge of Allegiance; Invocation by Mayor Gene Brown, City of Bradenton

TDC Member Introductions 

TDC Members introduced themselves 

Minutes

A motion was made by Dave Wick, seconded by Jiten Patel to approve the June 15, 2026, TDC Meeting Minutes. Motion carried unanimously.

Public Comment
NONE

City of Holmes Beach Tide Valve Drainage Project

Herb Raybourn, Director/City Engineer, City of Holmes Beach

· Proposed project to install tide valves to mitigate tidal flooding 
· The project involves installing 92 tide valves over five years 
· $689,000 total cost of project – City requested for County to participate in 50% of the cost
· The valves prevent saltwater backflow, improving accessibility and guest experience 
· The council discussed the project's funding, potential for future city requests, and the necessity of an independent study regarding tourism impact 
· The project was deferred so staff could further evaluate the statutory requirements and supporting documentation. A motion was made by Dave Wick, seconded by Gene Brown to defer consideration to the October 12, 2026 meeting. The motion was passed unanimously.


Tourism Update

Isiah Lewis, Director Client Relations, Downs & St Germain Research

· Quarterly Report – April – June 2026
· 962,500 visitors to Bradenton area 
· 732,200 room nights
· Direct spending $686,337,200
· Lodging Metrics – 70.1% occupancy, $301.19 average daily rate and $211.30 Revenue per Available Room
· Repeat visitation remained strong with nearly 75% of visitors having been to the area before
· High satisfaction rate of 98% with 97% of visitors likely to return

Worldwide Exhibition for Incentive Travel, Meetings and Events –
IMEX Meetings Convention

Kolby Gayson, Marketing & Communications Director, CVB

· IMEX America is the largest trade show in North America for the global meetings, events, and incentive travel industry
· IMEX (Worldwide Exhibition for Incentive Travel) in Las Vegas. This initiative aims to promote the Bradenton Area Convention Center to national meeting planners and drive business tourism
· CVB Staff along with the Palmetto Marriott plan to attend IMEX (October 13–15, 2026) in Las Vegas 
· A motion was made by Gene Brown, seconded by Dan Diggins, to recommend  a $50,000 investment for this opportunity. Motion carried unanimously.



Social Media Update

Emily Knight, Social Media & Website Manager, CVB

· Manages website and social media for the Convention Center, Powel Crosley Estate,  Gulf Islands Ferry and the CVB
· Social media is an important source of destination discovery and that the CVB's visitor research showed 28% of visitors found the destination through social media, with 14% finding it directly through the leisure social media accounts managed in-house
· Shared insights into the CVB's social media strategy, highlighting the success of influencer partnerships and video content in engaging potential travelers and boosting destination awareness
· 10% audience growth on the Visit Bradenton Gulf Islands Facebook and Instagram accounts over the past year

New/Old Business

NONE

Adjourn

The meeting was adjourned at 10:52 am.
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