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Manatee County Tourist Development Council 
Meeting Minutes

April 27, 2026


Roll Call

Present
Amanda Ballard
Dan Diggins
Dave Wick
Rahul Patel
Eric Cairns
Tony DeRusso
Mayor Gene Brown
· Norma Kennedy
Excused Absence
· Jiten Patel

Pledge of Allegiance, Invocation 

Pledge of Allegiance; Invocation by Pastor James Krach, Hope Lutheran Church

TDC Member Introductions 

TDC Members introduced themselves 

Minutes

A motion was made by Dave Wick, seconded by Norma Kennedy, to approve the February 9, 2026, TDC Meeting Minutes. Motion carried unanimously.

Public Comment
· Pat Simmons inquired why doesn’t our area hold the National Wheelchair Rugby Championship – the 2026 event was held in Birmingham, AL.

SRQ Update

Mark Stuckey, Executive Vice President, Chief of Staff, SRQ

· Mark Stuckey gave a verbal update of SRQ
· 2025 4.5 million passengers – al time record
· 5 major projects completed in 2025: opened new 6 gate terminal, added new inline bag system, new ground transportation area, added 15 new concessions, opened new observation area
· 2026 – 3 major projects – reconstructing parallel taxi way to main runway, expanding baggage claim, design and build of new parking garage 
· YTD 2.2% passenger increase
· Carriers looking at cutting capacity due to fuel prices

United States 250th Anniversary

Elliott Falcione, Executive Director, CVB

· Signature Event Opportunity – City of Bradenton and City of Palmetto have shared cost of fireworks for 4th of July celebrations
· Manatee County general fund dollars will not be used
· A motion was made by Gene Brown, seconded by Rahul Patel, to recommend  up to $50,000 for the United States 250th Anniversary celebration.  Motion carried unanimously

Premier Sports Campus South – Stadium Improvement

Elliott Falcione, Executive Director, CVB

· The County acquired Premier Sports Campus in 2017
· Calendar year 2025 generated an economic stimulus of around $100 million dollars 
· National soccer and lacrosse tournaments held at Premier Sports Campus
· The existing sod was installed over 15 years ago
· Re-sodding is needed due to the age and declining performance of existing grass
· A motion was made by Dave Wick, seconded by Dan Diggins, to recommend  up to $110,000 for turf improvement at Premier Sports Campus South.  Motion carried unanimously

Public/Private Partnership

Elliott Falcione, Executive Director, CVB

· Looking at Premier Sports Campus North in Lakewood Ranch – southeast of Lakewood Ranch library there is a 16–20-acre parcel of land owned by the County
· Gordie Zimmerman, Iceman, LLC, general contractor, built Brandon and Wesley Chapel Ice Complexes
· 4 sheet complex, 3 NHL size rinks and 1 warm up sheet
· Possible Medical Orthopedic component on site as well
· Food and Beverage
· Could host Hockey, Figure Skating, Curling events
· Will be able to provide other surface over ice for other sports i.e. volleyball, dance, cheer, etc.
· Could be used as a shelter during adverse conditions
· 160-180 thousand square foot facility; Site plan is in progress
· Board of County Commissioners unanimously approved development agreement in February 2026; hoping to go back to Commissioners in June to approve project
· Long term lease
· Asking for an amount not to exceed $5 million dollars for horizontal site work - Private sector will build all vertical $60-75 million dollars in capital
· Would also build a parking garage 
· 18-20 months to complete; would hope to break ground in the fall
· A motion was made by Dave Wick, seconded by Tony DeRusso, to recommend  up to $5 million dollars for the Sports Park complex. Motion carried unanimously

Tourism Update

Isiah Lewis, Director of Client Relations, Downs and St. Germain Research

· Provided data for March 2026
· 85% occupancy rate (combined lodging metrics – hotel and vacation rentals)
· Key Performance Indicators – 182,400 total visitors; 298,500 room nights; $184,304,200 spending
· Average daily rate of $274.44
· Average travel party size 2.8 and length of stay of 4.7 nights

New/Old Business

Tony DeRusso – groundbreaking ceremony for the shops at the Palmetto Marriot Resort and Spa Tuesday, April 28 – 5 shops coming in front of the hotel

Mayor Brown and Dan Diggins would like to see another large water ferry and continue to focus on providing transportation for the employees who work on the Island.

Adjourn

The meeting was adjourned at 11:01 am.
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