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Manatee County Tourist Development Council Minutes – October 30, 2025



Manatee County Tourist Development Council 
Meeting Minutes

October 30, 2025


Roll Call

Present
Amanda Ballard
Dan Diggins
Dave Wick
Rahul Patel
Eric Cairns
Tony DeRusso
Excused Absence
Mayor Gene Brown
· Norma Kennedy
· Jiten Patel

Pledge of Allegiance, Invocation 

Pledge of Allegiance; Invocation by Justin Intorcia, Contracts Manager, Convention and Visitors Bureau (minister scheduled unavailable due to illness)

TDC Member Introductions 

TDC Members introduced themselves 

Minutes

A motion was made by Dave Wick, seconded by Dan Diggins, to approve the August 18, 2025, TDC Meeting Minutes. Motion carried unanimously

Public Comment
· NONE

Marketing and Public Relations Update

Kolby Gayson, Marketing and Communications Director, CVB
Kelly Clark, Global Affairs Director, CVB (unable to attend, will present in December)

· Did a match buy with Visit Florida via Conde Nast to target travelers seeking a quiet luxury destination
· Total impressions over 82 million
· PR efforts in NYC, Chicago, Texas and Florida’s west coast
· Partnered with Visit Sarasota for media event in Indianapolis
· Leisure – PR Results: 85 placements  in significant publications reaching an audience of over 621 million, Southern Living, Food & Wine, Boston Herald, New York Post, Minnesota Star Tribune
· Continue to focus on Target Markets
· Digital platforms targeting travelers seeking beaches, arts & culture, outdoors and culinary experiences
· Marketing Tactics: digital, mixed media, print and social media

City of Holmes Beach – Multimodal Path Enhancements

Elliott Falcione, CVB Executive Director 

· Presented originally a couple years ago
· With the original ask a couple years ago, the TDC had questions about integrating the pedestrian path throughout Anna Maria Island
· City of Holmes Beach and Manatee County Commissioners had a great joint meeting a couple of months ago acknowledging good communication with the adjacent cities
· Path will now connect Marina Drive from 56th Street to 66th Street to connect to the existing path that leads to beach access
· Recommendation by Dan Diggins, seconded by Tony DeRusso for $395,011 to support the City of Holmes Beach Pedestrian Path funding. Recommendation passes unanimously.


Tourism Update

Isiah Lewis – Director Client Relations, Downs and St. Germain Research

· Provided June – September 2025
· 62.4% occupancy rate combined lodging metrics (vacation rentals and hotels)
· Visitation metrics – visitors 685,100 with direct expenditures of $634,072,400
· Average travel party size 3.0 and length of stay of 5.4 nights
· 52% of visitors drove, 26% flew to SRQ and 22% flew from Tampa and Orlando combined

City of Holmes Beach – 75th Anniversary Celebration  
[bookmark: _Hlk206491519][bookmark: _Hlk175316667]Elliott Falcione, CVB Executive Director

· Special Event – City of Holmes Beach 75th Anniversary Celebration
· Grant request of $15,000 to support 75th Anniversary Celebration
· The CVB will help to promote the event
· Recommendation by Eric Cairns, seconded by Tony DeRusso to approve $15,000 sponsorship for the City of Holmes Beach 75th Anniversary Celebration. Recommendation passes unanimously
[bookmark: _Hlk128486304]
New/Old Business
· Tony DeRusso - Palmetto Marriott Resort and Spa received Opening of the Year Award with Marriott International
· Dan Diggins – bands and food vendors at 75th Anniversary Celebration; first week of December
· Elliott Falcione - Convention Center Ribbon Cutting – November 13, 2025 9:00 am
· Amanda Ballard - Mixon Park Key Passing Ceremony November 7, 2025 10:30 am 
· 2026 TDC meeting schedule distributed

Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 10:17 am.
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