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Manatee County Tourist Development Council Minutes – November 14, 2024


Manatee County Tourist Development Council 
Meeting Minutes

November 14, 2024

Roll Call

Present
Ray Turner
Mayor Shirley Groover Bryant
Norma Kennedy 
Dave Wick
Jiten Patel
Eric Cairns
Excused Absence
Rahul Patel 
Mayor Gene Brown 

Pledge of Allegiance, Invocation 

Pledge of Allegiance; Invocation by Pastor James McCrickard, Crossroads Christian Church

TDC Member Introductions 

TDC Members introduced themselves. 

Minutes

A motion was made by Dave Wick, seconded by Mayor Bryant, to approve the August 19, 2024, TDC Meeting Minutes. Motion carried unanimously.

Public Comment
· None

SRQ Update 

Mark Stuckey, Executive Vice President, Chief of Staff, Sarasota Bradenton International Airport

· PowerPoint presentation given by Mark Stuckey (included in agenda packet)
· Shared photos of damage to the airport due to Hurricane Milton
· Airport was closed for one week to handle immediate repairs
· Contracted with TARGET to assist with clean up – approx..150-200 contracted staff to help and provided fans and dehumidifiers
· 8000 people flying day airport reopened
· 617 total flight cancellations due to hurricane
· 98,160 total cancelled seats
· 7 new upcoming flights in the next few months: Akron-Canton, OH, Portland, ME, Long Island, NY, Richmond, VA, Raleigh-Durham, NC, New Haven, CT, and Chicago, IL
· January 14, 2025 – new terminal to open – will have 5-6 additional gates

Bradenton Beach Pier Repairs

Elliott Falcione, Executive Director, CVB

· Damage to City of Bradenton Beach pier due to Hurricane Milton
· Front load $375k to the City of Bradenton Beach for bridge repair expenses
· When FEMA reimburses the City of Bradenton, they would repay the $375k
· [bookmark: _Hlk183176591]Recommendation by Mayor Brown, seconded by Jiten Patel to approve up to  $375 thousand toward the pier repair. Recommendation passes unanimously.

Realize Bradenton
[bookmark: _Hlk175316667]Karen Corbin, Executive Director, Realize Bradenton

· [bookmark: _Hlk169697053]Blues Fest sun-setted after 13 years
· New signature event – BAM!Fest 2025 (Bradenton Art & Music Festival)
· April 5, 2025 11 am – 7 pm
· Attract a diverse crowd – there is something for everyone
· Mix of musicians, pop up performances, interactive art projects, culinary offerings as well market maker local vendors
· Recommendation by Mayor Bryant, seconded by Ray Turner to approve up to  $100 thousand to support Bam!Fest2025 . Recommendation passes unanimously.

[bookmark: _Hlk128486304]
Multi-Cultural Festival
Tarnisha Cliatt, President, CEO, and Founder Manasota Black Chamber of Commerce

· Partner with LECOM and the Pittsburgh Pirates – Nine Devils Night
· July 20, 2025
· Collaboration with LECOM, IMG, and the local school districts
· Targeting under-served population 
· Recommendation by Mayor Bryant, seconded by Norma Kennedy to approve $50 thousand to support the multi-cultural festival. Recommendation passes unanimously.


Crisis Management/Marketing Update
Elliott Falcione, Executive Director, CVB

· Worked side by side with Manatee County public information officers during storm
· Monitoring the message that goes out to the community
· CVB office created best practices sent to partners; should have 1 spokesperson
· Post Event  - quickly assessed the damage – talked to industry one on one
· Interfaced with cities on the Island
· Disgruntled tourists contacting municipalities – CVB staff contacted individuals  - sent goodie bags to individuals that provided their mailing address (approx. 30)
· National media (CNN and Weather Channel) did a poor job of messaging and embellishment of the storm damage
· Correcting mis-messaging, cross checking with social media and our website
· Partnering with Visit Sarasota on digital advertising


New/Old Business
· Acknowledged Debra Williams, Commissioner, Longboat Key for attending as well as Rob Perry, City Administrator, City of Bradenton, and tax collector staff
· 6 penny referendum passed
· Will solicit applications for vacated TDC seats after Thanksgiving
· Elliott thanked Commissioner Turner and Mayor Bryant for the service to the Tourist Development Council.
· Mayor Bryant promoted the European Holiday Market and Christmas Tree lighting in the Yard at the Palmetto Marriott

Adjourn
Meeting was adjourned at 10:20 am.
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