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Manatee County Tourist Development Council Minutes – February 9, 2026




Manatee County Tourist Development Council 
Meeting Minutes

February 9, 2026


Roll Call

Present
Amanda Ballard
Dan Diggins
Dave Wick
Rahul Patel
Eric Cairns
Tony DeRusso
Mayor Gene Brown
· Norma Kennedy
Excused Absence
· Jiten Patel

Pledge of Allegiance, Invocation 

Pledge of Allegiance; Invocation by Pastor Chad Tvenstrup, Christ Presbyterian Church

TDC Member Introductions 

TDC Members introduced themselves 

Minutes

A motion was made by Dave Wick, seconded by Eric Cairns, to approve the December 15, 2025, TDC Meeting Minutes. Motion carried unanimously

Public Comment
· NONE

Special Announcement

Elliott Falcione, CVB Executive Director

· Patty Keen Freed from the Manatee River Fair Association acknowledged Norma Kennedy for being named the 2026 Manatee County Distinguished Citizen of the Year
· Norma Kennedy is a life-long resident and was honored for her extensive volunteerism

Life Vest Initiative

Kolby Gayson, Marketing & Communications Director, CVB
Chet Brown, Chief, Beach Patrol & Water Safety, Manatee County

· Beach Like A Local - Branding
· Provides life vests to beach goers and instruction on how to fit a life vest
· Idea inspired by Supervisor Leadership Academy and will be funded by the Bradenton Area Convention & Visitors Bureau
· In 2025 Manatee Beach Patrol responded to 75 water-related emergency calls from Bean Point area of AMI
· Coast Guard approved Life vests will be available for adults, youth and infant sizes
· Objective is to place life vest stands in popular areas of AMI that don’t have lifeguard towers
· 2 stands will be placed – 1 near the Sand Bar and the other by Bayfront Park in the City of Anna Maria – the stands will feature instructions on how to properly fit a life vest

Convention Center Sales Update

Mitch Conner, General Manager, CVB & Jack Hoza, Convention Sales Manager

· Marketing Initiatives/Lead Generation – Media Partners and Lead Generation Platforms
· Targeted marketing in 11 states along the south and east coast 
· Types of Targeted Meeting Planners – a few examples: Wedding and Event, Medical, Banking, Finance, Tech and Sports
· Additional Marketing Initiatives include press releases and advertorials, familiarization tours, open house and tradeshows 
· Ribbon Cutting Ceremony of the official opening of the new Convention Center – November 13, 2025
· Have hosted numerous events in the new Grand Ballroom
· Through these initiatives we can see potential year over year; revenue increase of 100%; boosted brand awareness in meetings marketplace; and with 50+ events = $22 million economic impact 



Sport Sales Update

Mitch Conner, General Manager, Daiana Collazo, Sports Sales Manager and Kirsten Lovett, Sales Coordinator, CVB

· 431,100 + visitors for sports related events in 2025; generating over 29,600 total room nights with a total economic impact of $309 + million
· Locations for sports events – LECOM, Premier Sports Campus, IMG Academy and Convention Center
· 2026 Event Samples – soccer, American Athletic Conference Intercollegiate Women’s Lacross Coaches Assoc., Global Spirit  and Cheer Championships

Tourism Update

Isiah Lewis, Director of Client Relations, Downs and St. Germain Research

· Provided data for October 1 – December 31, 2025
· Key Performance Indicators - 429,600 total visitors; 558,000 room nights; $487,533,100 direct spending
· Lodging Metrics – 53.8% occupancy with an average daily rate of $274.44
· Average travel party size 2.8 and length of stay of 6.8 nights
· Satisfaction and Intention to Return – 85% of visitors report being completely satisfied with their trip and 91% are very likely to return to the area

New/Old Business

Mayor Brown mentioned that the 11th annual River Regatta is Friday and Saturday, February 20 & 21, 2026; estimate 75-100 thousand visitors; first time for Formula One boats

Adjourn

The meeting was adjourned at 10:47 am.
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