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Manatee County Tourist Development Council Minutes – September 16, 2019
[bookmark: _GoBack]Manatee County Tourist Development Council Meeting Minutes
September 16, 2019
Roll Call
Present
Carol Whitmore, Chairman 
Vernon DeSear, Vice-Chair 
Jack Rynerson, Interested Citizen
Doug Copeland, City of Anna Maria 
Barbara Baker, Anna Maria Island Resorts
Jiten Patel, Holiday Inn SRQ
Mayor Wayne Poston, City of Bradenton
Eric Cairns, Cedar Cove Resort
Excused
Ed Chiles, Mainsail 
Minutes
A motion was made by Vernon DeSear, seconded by Jack Rynerson, to approve the June 17, 2019 minutes.  Motion carried unanimously.
Public Comment
There was no Public Comment.
Visit Florida - Update
Jen Carlisle, Visit Florida, gave update on Visit Florida’s International marketing plan as well as Domestic plan.
Discussion took place re:  Florida’s competitors, decrease in German visitors.
Sarasota Bradenton Int’l. Airport (SRQ) Update
Mark Stuckey, SRQ, gave update on airline service, passenger traffic, airport enhancements, economic impact, recent trips to secure more airlines into SRQ, and why CVBs subsidize airline incentives.
Discussion took place re:  how well the airport is doing; the history of the airlines that have come and gone at SRQ; the importance of always calling the airport The Sarasota Bradenton Int’l. Airport.
Mote Marine Initiative
Dan Bebak, Mote Marine, presented a PowerPoint regarding Mote Marine Aquarium including aquarium attendance statistics.  Bebak requested expenditures in the amount of $5 million from Tourist Development Tax Funds, over a 3-year period, to improve and expand science programs at Mote’s City Island facility in Sarasota.
Discussion took place re:  the importance and the respect for the work of Mote that contributes to Manatee & Sarasota Counties; Sarasota Government’s contribution to Mote; the monies that Bradenton Area CVB contributes to Nathan Benderson Park, the legal uses of Tourist Development Tax proceeds, the need for more details and a line item budget to justify Mote’s request for funding; the need for a TDC meeting in late November/early December to give Mote time to return to the TDC for a recommendation on their request for funding.
A motion was made by Jiten Patel, seconded by Barbara Baker, to have CVB staff meet with Mote officials to prepare a budget detailed proposal to present to the TDC in November / December 2019.  Motion carried unanimously.
State of Tourism - Update
Anne Wittine, Research Data Services, gave update on the state of tourism including visitor origins, SRQ passenger growth, visitor metrics, occupancy, and average daily rate.
Discussion took place re:  Canadian visitors and the “softness” of that market.
Advertising/Public Relations Update
Dave DiMaggio and Brittany Chapman, Aqua, gave update on advertising and public relations including campaign advertising performance, new campaign development, plan for upcoming year, geo targeting, PR for the year, latest PR news, upcoming initiatives, and the CVB’s Crisis Communications Plan.
[bookmark: _Hlk23253434]Public Comment
Rob Ferguson of EVEN Hotel, Fairfield Inn, and Chairman of the Hotel, Restaurant Lodging Association:  the need for more corporate groups to our area; the amount of hotel room nights it takes to generate $5 million in Tourist Development Tax proceeds.
New/Old Business
Carol Whitmore:  CVBs co-op advertising program; this may be Doug Copeland’s last TDC meeting, he is not running for re-election.
Mayor Wayne Poston:  possibility of cross initiatives between Bishop Science Museum and Mote Marine.
Doug Copeland:  gave update on Anna Maria City Pier damage from a barge accident; thanked the CVB and TDC for the monies for the AMI City Pier.
Elliott Falcione:  October 21 TDC meeting to be cancelled; a November/December TDC meeting will be set instead.
Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 11:07am. 
Approved
These meeting minutes are in DRAFT form until approved at the December 2019 TDC meeting.
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